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At the beginning of the 19th Century 
plans were laid for the building of a 
bridge across the Connecticut River. The 
Bridge was formally opened Oct.cO 1807, 
"with a great public demonstration” and 
a sermon by Dr. Lyman. 

The funds for building the bridge were 
raised partly by the sale of lottery 
tickets. The first bridge lottery was 
authorized in 18603, and drawings were 
held at Dr. White's tavern. 

159 shares of stock of the bridge 


corporation were taken by subscribers. 
ee dividends were declared from 1812 to 
1820, varying from 50¢ to $1.50 a share, 
averaging not over $2.00 per year. 

A toll house was erected on the Hatfield 
side of the bridge. However, the bridge did 
not prove to be profitable, and by 1821 had 
become unsafe for use. In 1823 the toll 
house and the land on which it stood was 
sold to the highest bidder for $375. The 
bridge by that time had been pulled down, 
and the piers and abutments were sold and 
removed. 
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Toll-Rates Hatfield- 


Hadley Bridge 1807-20 
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Foot Passengers 

Horse & Rider 

Horse & Chaise 

Coach or 4-wheeled 

carriage 

For each curricle 

One-horse sleigh 

Sleigh, more than one 
horse 

Cart,sled or carriage 

of burden: 

Drawn by 1 beast 
More than 1 beast 
Horses without rider 
and neat cattle 

Sheep and Swine 
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